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Ebo and Abena fled Ghana for the USA, searching for a better, safer life for
themselves and their three children. Making a new life in the USA was a lot of
work. They were not sure what “the American Dream” was, but they knew
that they wanted it for their children. When they heard about Jump Into Music (JIM) at a street fair, they enrolled the children in the program. They had
one stumbling block: their chosen instrument was the piano which they did
not own. Luckily, a JIM donor had a piano that needed a new home, and
soon an upright piano was sitting in their home.
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Over the past five years, it has been a joy to watch all three children progress
in their lessons and watch the connections between the three of them grow
stronger. Alphaeus has become a mentor to his younger sister Janelle, practicing with her at home, and the two have learned to play duets together.
Some of our kids don’t have great support at home. And we try to provide as
much support as we can, even during the pandemic. But the support the
members of this family provide each other inspires us. When Ebo
decided his job as a long-haul trucker wasn’t giving him much time
with his family, he took a lower paying local trucking job so he could
be at home most nights with the kids. He is very proud of what they
have accomplished so far: “Our children are everything. We want
them to have the best chance possible to make their dreams come
true.”
Lisa, the oldest child told us “My friends are surprised how well I can
play. But I mostly play for myself because it gives me joy. I do not
think I will ever be a professional musician; but after working with my
younger siblings, I think maybe I will be a teacher. And I hope when I finish
school, I can be a volunteer musician in the community and share music.”
Thank you to the Cann family for sharing their story; the family recently relocated to Texas, and we wish for all of them a bright future.
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Learn More:
www.jumpintomusic.org

Email:
info@jumpintomusic.org
Like us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/
JumpIntoMusic/
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